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Historic Coventry Trust is an energetic 
charity formed to resurrect Coventry’s 
image, economy and pride through the 
restoration and reuse of its heritage. The 
Trust’s aim is to become the guardian of 
the city’s heritage in perpetuity – a local 
‘National Trust’ – and strategic partner to 
enable regeneration of all of Coventry’s 
heritage – Ancient to Modern. The 
Trust is a social enterprise and plans 
to become self-sufficient with 5 years, 
generating revenue from restored 
historic buildings and innovative enabling 
development.  Historic Coventry is a key 
partner in the city’s bid to become City 
of Culture 2021.
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Charterhouse Priory
Grade I

Historic Coventry’s jewel in the crown, the Grade 1 Listed Charterhouse 
was founded by Richard II in 1385 and is one of only two Carthusian 
monastery buildings to survive The Dissolution – the only one with 
any intact interiors. The core building, the original Prior’s House and 
Refectory, contains one of the finest examples of medieval art in the 
UK, the lower half of a depiction of The Crucifixion from 1417, as well as 
two fine Elizabethan wall paintings that likely date from Robert Dudley’s 
ownership of the building. The Charterhouse is set in substantial 
grounds with 600m of monastic Outer Precinct walls remaining and 
the Inner Precinct walls enclosing an attractive walled garden.

The Trust acquired the main building in 2012 and has completed urgent 
repairs and reconstruction of the walls and chimney with kind support 
from Historic England and The Pilgrim Trust. A large project for the full 
restoration of this forgotten gem as a major visitor attraction for the city 
has secured development stage funding from Heritage Lottery Fund and 
forms the core attraction of the wider Heritage Park proposals.





Heritage Park 
Conservation Area

The Heritage Park proposal is a major strategic project that combines 
nationally significant heritage assets with 70 acres of landscape and 
two miles of river and woodland walk. The surprising fact is that this 
borders the city centre and Coventry University and most of it already 
exists. The major heritage assets are The Charterhouse (Grade 1), 
Joseph Paxton’s Arboretum Cemetery (Grade 1)and The Sherbourne 
Viaduct (Grade 2), designed by Stephenson on the world’s first 
inter-city railway. The plan is to connect these assets with the city 
centre and the Far Gosford St Creative Quarter with a two mile 
walk and cycle route along the city’s river and a disused railway line.  
Further proposals will see the routes extended out of the city to 
Jaguar Land Rover’s world headquarters and the southern suburbs.

The existing landscape is surprisingly rich in wildlife so close to the 
city centre and will be enhanced with designated areas of woodland, 
wetland, ponds and wildflower meadows to further improve natural 
flora and fauna. Warwickshire Wildlife Trust are Historic Coventry’s 
leading partner in delivering this ambitious project in partnership with 
local schools and the community. Other partner organisations are 
leading on the creation of an arts trail along the two mile route using 
international best practice such as New York’s High Line. The riverside 
link to the city centre is the focus of plans for the establishment of a 
cluster for the Digital Technology Industry.





Whitefriars’ Gate
Grade II*

The Postern Gatehouse of the nearby Whitefriars’ Monastery 
was built in 1352 and is currently on the At Risk Register. The 
Trust plans to fully restore the building to provide two high 
quality visitor accommodation ‘cottages’ and creative industry 
offices. Enabling development of new build residential on an 
adjoining site is being explored. Heritage Action Zone funding 
towards the fabric repair has been secured.





Drapers’ Hall
Grade II*

The former guild hall of the Drapers Guild was built in 1832 
by renowned architect Thomas Rickman. One of the few 
Georgian buildings in the city, the hall was designed as 
function rooms and continues the occupation of the drapers 
on this site from the early medieval cloth market. Remarkably 
intact and unchanged, the Trust plans full restoration 
with minimal alterations to reopen the buildings for the 
performance and education of classical music. Arts Council 
funding of £1m has been secured towards this aim.





The Non Conformist Chapel, 
London Road Cemetery
Grade II*

This cemetery chapel is one of two chapels within Joseph 
Paxton’s Grade 1 Listed cemetery and is on the At Risk Register. 
The interior of the building has been lost following arson attack, 
but the Neo-classical façade remains intact and is one of the main 
features of the cemetery. The Trust plans to convert the building 
to office use for creative industries in conjunction with the nearby 
University Technology Park. Heritage Action Zone funding has 
been allocated to the restoration of the external fabric.

The wider cemetery is the subject of restoration plans led by the 
Council in partnership with the Trust, with Stage 1 support from 
Heritage Lottery Fund under its Parks for People programme. 





The Anglican Chapel, 
London Road Cemetery
Grade II

The second chapel in Paxton’s cemetery is of contrasting 
Norman style. The restoration of the building has initial 
support from Heritage Lottery Fund to work up the 
restoration of the building as part of the wider cemetery 
project. Subject to final approval of funding, the chapel 
will be restored and the Trust will take over stewardship 
upon completion of the renovation works. The chapel will 
be fitted out to become the focus for activities and public 
engagement within the cemetery as part of the overall 
Heritage Park proposals.





Swanswell and 
Cook Street Gates
Grade I

These Grade I Listed gates and the section of wall in 
between are the major remains of the 2 mile long city 
wall that once ringed the city centre. Now set in the 
outstanding Lady Herbert’s Garden, the gates will be 
brought back into use by the Trust as unique visitor 
accommodation. Funding has been allocated from the 
Heritage Action Zone for external repairs.



Swanswell Gate



Lychgate Cottages, 
Priory Row
Grade II

This terrace of three Grade II Listed timber framed cottages 
overlook Holy Trinity Church and are an attractive feature 
in the city’s historic core. The cottages directly adjoin the 
ruins of Godiva’s original Cathedral and were built after its 
destruction in the Dissolution. Currently in temporary use, 
the Trust plans to convert the buildings into four units for 
exemplary visitor accommodation.





Hales Street and The Burges
Conservation Area

The Burges is the city’s most recent Conservation Area addition 
and one of the few areas of the city centre to escape post war 
redevelopment. This part of the city centre is the original place 
of settlement on the River Sherbourne which briefly appears 
from its culvert to the rear in Palmer Lane, itself named after the 
pilgrims visiting Godiva’s cathedral. 

The Trust is assisting the Council in plans for an HLF Townscape 
Heritage Initiative, which if approved will see the regeneration 
of the area and the opening up of the river as the centrepiece 
of a new restaurant courtyard. Further funding from Historic 
England has been secured as part of the Heritage Action Zone.  
The council ownership in the area is planned to be transferred 
to the Trust and the buildings will be restored alongside the 
construction of a new retail unit. These investments will provide 
revenue for the Trust to support running costs and other projects.





Whitefriars’ Monastery
Grade I

In the heart of the University campus and alarmingly close to the inner 
ring road, this handsome Grade 1 Listed building is the Eastern Cloister 
and Dormitory of Coventry’s Carmelite monastery established in 1342. 
The building was converted into a house after The Dissolution and 
Elizabeth I stayed at Whitefriars during her only visit to the city in 1565, 
describing it as a ‘fine house’. The building is currently used as storage 
space by the Herbert Museum and Art Gallery and relocation of the 
store is a constraint to a more productive use as part of the city’s visitor 
economy. Whitefriars needs repair and sensitive adaptations so that it 
can be put to a more beneficial use in an enhanced setting. Whilst not 
an immediate priority, the Trust plans to work with local partners to 
bring forward a major project in due course.





“By its courageous work, Historic Coventry Trust is not only saving an 
important piece of our history, it may also be part of bigger movement 
that is helping to restore our souls. I wish the Trust great success in this 
imaginative project that deserves the support of anyone who believes 
that the past has something to give to the future.”

The Rt Revd Dr Christopher Cocksworth, Bishop of Coventry

“Coventry has a proud and distinguished history and we recognise 
the value and importance of the work the Trust is doing to protect 
and enhance some of the city’s most special historic buildings. 
This work is important because they have a role to play in the 
future economic and cultural life of our city.”

Martin Reeves, Chief Executive, Coventry City Council 
and Chief Executive, West Midlands Combined Authority

T 024 7683 9619 
E richard2@historiccoventry.org.uk 
www.historiccoventry.org.uk


